
Appl. Math. Inf. Sci. 19, No. 2, 457-465 (2025) 457

Applied Mathematics & Information Sciences
An International Journal

http://dx.doi.org/10.18576/amis/190219

The Synergy of Simplicity and Vagueness: Exploring

Simple Statistics in Fuzzy Mathematical Frameworks

Suleiman Ibrahim Mohammad1,2∗, N. Yogeesh3, N. Raja4, R. Chetana5, P. William6, Asokan Vasudevan7 and Badrea

AlQraini8

1Electronic Marketing and Social Media, Economic and Administrative Sciences Zarqa University, 13110 Zarqa, Jordan
2INTI International University, 71800 Negeri Sembilan, Malaysia
3Department of Mathematics, Government First Grade College, Tumkur, Karnataka, India
4Department of Visual Communication, Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology, Chennai, 600119 Tamil Nadu, India
5Department of Mathematics, Siddaganga Institute of Technology, Tumkur, Karnataka, India
6Department of Information Technology, Sanjivani College of Engineering, Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune, India
7Faculty of Business and Communications, INTI International University, Persiaran Perdana BBN Putra Nilai, 71800 Nilai, Negeri

Sembilan, Malaysia
8Department of Business Administration, College of Business and Economics, Qassim University, Qassim, Saudi Arabia

Received: 11 Nov. 2024, Revised: 5 Jan. 2025, Accepted: 12 Jan. 2025

Published online: 1 Mar. 2025

Abstract: Researchers have studied the combination of statistical methods and fuzzy logic as a hybrid when resolving problems that

are specific and less random. Statistical methods, based on quantitative analysis, offer powerful instruments like mean, variance, and

correlation to assess numeric data. Fuzzy logic, in contrast, uses linguistic variables, membership functions, and fuzzy rules to represent

uncertainty and ambiguity, and is thus well-suited to qualitative information. These techniques are integrated into hybrid statistical-

fuzzy frameworks that provide holistic solutions to several fields. To illustrate what this integration would look like, we performed a

case study with real data that contained both quantitative scores and qualitative risk levels. The mean (57.50), variance (466.25), and

standard deviation (21.59) were some of the statistical measures that we computed for understanding centrality and dispersion of the

data. Defuzzification through fuzzy logic complemented the analytical processes by producing a nuanced risk score (64.34) reflecting

qualitative components. Bar charts and scatter plots demonstrated their complimentary nature. Hybrid models are an effective way to

integrate statistical accuracy and fuzzy flexibility that can be implemented in risk assessment, decision-making, and multi-objective

optimization. Thus, the use of these frameworks will continue to evolve with future opportunities including machine learning, adaptive

membership functions and increased mathematical efficiency furthering the utilization of these frameworks. The combination of AI and

True Artificial Intelligence can facilitate breakthroughs in their applications in fields like healthcare, finance, smart systems, and others.

Keywords: Statistical methods, fuzzy logic, risk assessment, hybrid models, decision-making, defuzzification, uncertainty modelling,

membership functions, quantitative analysis, qualitative data, machine learning integration, computational efficiency

1 Introduction

1.1 Background and Motivation

Statistical techniques are fundamental to quantitative
analysis for sorting through data, recognizing trends, and
building forecasts. Statistics is based on exact numerical
calculations, providing basic tools (e.g., mean, variance,
correlation) for modelling randomness and variability.
However, in the real world, many problems have aspects

of uncertainty and vagueness about them, which
traditional statistical methods may not be able to model
effectively [1,2,3,4,5,6].

One such formalism is fuzzy logic, introduced by
Zadeh [7] as a mathematical framework for dealing with
such vagueness. It uses fuzzy sets and membership
functions to represent uncertainty in a manner that reflects
human cognition better. For instance, linguistic variables
such as low, moderate, or high, which describes a
situation of ambiguity are processed through fuzzy logic

∗ Corresponding author e-mail: dr sliman@yahoo.com

c© 2025 NSP

Natural Sciences Publishing Cor.

http://dx.doi.org/10.18576/amis/190219


458 S. I. Mohammad et al.: Exploring Simple Statistics in Fuzzy...

so that decisions can be made in uncertain situations [8,9,
10,11,12].

Combining statistical techniques with fuzzy logic
represents a useful method for aligning the rigorous world
of numerical analysis with the realm of qualitative
reasoning. We here discuss how these frameworks can be
integrated to resolve problems that require precision as
well as vagueness to be satisfied.

1.2 Objectives

This study aims to:

–Investigate the mathematical integration of simple
statistical methods with fuzzy frameworks.

–Demonstrate the synergy between these methods in
handling real-world problems involving mixed data
types.

–Highlight practical applications of this hybrid
approach, emphasizing its utility in decision-making,
risk assessment, and optimization.

2 Overview of Simple Statistical Methods

2.1 Fundamental Concepts

Statistical methods involve analysing data using measures
of central tendency, dispersion, and correlation. These
tools are defined as follows:

Mean: The average value of a dataset:

µ =
∑n

i=1 xi

n
(1)

where xi are individual data points, and n is the total
number of observations.

Median: The middle value in a sorted dataset. For an
odd n, it is:

Median = x n+1
2

(2)

For an even n, it is the average of the two middle
values.

Mode: The most frequently occurring value in a
dataset. In a fuzzy context, the mode may represent the
peak of the membership function.

Variance and Standard Deviation: Variance (σ2)
measures data dispersion:

σ2 =
∑n

i=1(xi − µ)2

n
(3)

Standard deviation (σ ) is the square root of the
variance:

σ =
√

σ2 (4)

Correlation: Quantifies the linear relationship
between two variables:

r =
∑(xi − x̄)(yi − ȳ)

√

∑(xi − x̄)2 ∑(yi − ȳ)2
(5)

Here, x̄ and ȳ are the means of x and y, respectively.
These statistical tools provide a robust framework for

analyzing numerical data, identifying trends, and making
predictions [1,13,14,15,16,17].

2.2 Advantages and Limitations

Statistical methods offer the following advantages:

–Precision: They provide exact results, making them
ideal for scenarios requiring high accuracy.

–Versatility: Applicable across various domains, from
engineering to social sciences.

However, they also face limitations, particularly in
dealing with qualitative or vague data:

–Binary Classification of Data: Statistics often
categorize data into crisp sets, which may not
represent real-world ambiguity [7,18,19,20,21].

–Inability to Handle Linguistic Variables: Terms like
”low risk” or ”high satisfaction” cannot be processed
using traditional statistical methods.

For example, consider the dataset
X = {20,25,30,35,40} with a fuzzy linguistic label
”low.” While statistical methods compute:

µ =
20+ 25+ 30+35+40

5
= 30 (6)

fuzzy logic uses membership functions to define
”low” dynamically, enabling more flexible interpretations
[22] [23] .

By integrating fuzzy logic with statistical measures,
these limitations can be addressed, creating a hybrid
framework capable of handling both numerical precision
and qualitative uncertainty.

3 Fuzzy Mathematical Frameworks

3.1 Core Concepts

Fuzzy Sets: Fuzzy sets extend classical sets by allowing
partial membership. A fuzzy set A in a universe of
discourse X is defined as:

A = {(x,µA(x)) | x ∈ X ,µA(x) ∈ [0,1]} (7)

where µA(x) is the membership function that assigns
each element x a degree of membership.

Membership Functions: These functions map
elements to their membership degrees in a fuzzy set. For
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example, a triangular membership function for ”low
temperature” can be defined as:

µlow(x) =











1 x ≤ 20
30−x

10
20 < x ≤ 30

0 x > 30

(8)

Fuzzy Rules: Fuzzy systems rely on IF-THEN rules,
such as:

IF Temperature is Low AND Humidity is High, THEN
Comfort is Poor.

Linguistic Variables: Variables described using words
instead of numbers, such as ”low,” ”medium,” and ”high,”
are processed through fuzzy logic. These linguistic terms
are mapped to fuzzy sets using membership functions [7]
[22].

Fuzzy Inference Systems (FIS): These systems
combine fuzzy sets and rules to infer conclusions. Two
popular methods are:

–Mamdani FIS: Uses max-min composition and
centroid defuzzification.

–Sugeno FIS: Provides a weighted average of rule
outputs [22] [24].

3.2 Applications of Fuzzy Logic

Industry Applications: Fuzzy logic finds application in
various fields. For instance, a fuzzy system may evaluate
job candidates on qualitative factors such as ”leadership
potential” or ”communication skills,” which are numerical
outputs better suited to a fuzzy system than to a traditional
method [25].

Adaptive control: Complex and uncertain
environments are controlled by fuzzy systems. As an
example there are fuzzy temperature control systems like:

IF Temperature is High, THEN Reduce Heating.
The output is defuzzified using methods like the

centroid method:

z∗ =

∫

z ·µ(z)dz
∫

µ(z)dz
(9)

Real-World Scenarios: Fuzzy logic has been applied
in various fields, including:

–Healthcare: Fuzzy systems for disease diagnosis
based on patient symptoms [26].

–Engineering: Adaptive control in robotics and HVAC
systems [22].

4 Integration of Simple Statistics and Fuzzy

Frameworks

4.1 Complementary Roles

Statistical methods and fuzzy systems focus on different
parts of a solution:

–Precision: Statistical methods are excellent when
working with quantitative data that is exact. In
addition, it provides an exact degree of the central
tendency and dispersal of a dataset to calculate the
mean and variance [13].

–Flexibility: Fuzzy systems deal with qualitative and
imprecise data. Fuzzy rules [7] permit
decision-making in uncertain situations through the
use of linguistic variables.

Synergistic Use: Hybrid models take advantage of the
statistical robustness of numerical information and the
fuzzy adaptability of linguistic data. For instance:

IF Risk is High (Statistical) AND Resources are
Limited (Fuzzy), THEN Prioritize Project A.

This hybrid approach provides a comprehensive
framework for decision-making under uncertainty [25]
[22].

4.2 Mathematical Integration

Hybrid models integrate statistical measures with fuzzy
rules using the following techniques:

Weighted Averages: Statistical measures, such as
mean and variance, are used as weights in fuzzy systems:

Weighted Output = ∑
i=1

wi ·µi (10)

where wi is the statistical weight, and µi is the
membership degree.

Normalization: Normalizing statistical outputs to a
0-1 scale ensures compatibility with fuzzy membership
values:

xnormalized =
x−min(x)

max(x)−min(x)
(11)

Defuzzification and Statistical Aggregation: The
output after fuzzy inference is defuzzified into crisp
values that are aggregated with statistical measures. The
defuzzified score then combines fuzzy logic with the
statistical mean to provide the final analysis.

Examples:

–For example, fuzzy membership functions capture
symptom severity in medicine, and probabilistic
regression calculates disease risks [26].

–In finance, statistical models assess risk probabilities,
whereas fuzzy rules modify investment strategies
based on qualitative factors [24] .

5 Practical Applications

5.1 Healthcare: Risk Assessment and

Diagnostic Decision-Making

The application of statistical approaches and fuzzy logic
has been a boon to risk assessment and diagnosis in
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healthcare. Medical data typically consists of both
quantitative information (blood pressure, cholesterol
levels, etc.) and qualitative inputs (symptoms noted as
”mild” or ”severe”), a mixture that requires a hybrid
solution.

Risk Assessment: Statistical regression models
estimate disease probabilities based on quantitative
biomarkers:

P(Disease) =
1

1+ e−(β0+β1x1+β2x2+...+βnxn)
(12)

where xi are individual risk factors, and βi are
coefficients derived from data.

Fuzzy reasoning complements this by incorporating
subjective symptoms into the assessment. For instance:

Fuzzy Rule: IF Cholesterol is High AND Chest Pain is
Severe, THEN Risk is High.

–Membership functions model the severity of
symptoms, providing a more nuanced risk evaluation.

Example Application: In cardiac risk prediction,
hybrid statistical-fuzzy models are employed in which
statistical models process the lab results, whereas fuzzy
logic categorizes the lifestyle and genetic factors [7] [27].

5.2 Finance: Portfolio Optimization Under

Uncertain Market Conditions

Portfolio optimization is where one has to trade-off
between risk and return, under uncertain market
conditions. For example, statistical methods such as the
Markowitz mean-variance model optimize asset
allocation:

minσ2
p =

n

∑
i=1

n

∑
j=1

wiw jσi j, subject to∑wi = 1 (13)

where σi j is the covariance between assets i and j, and
wi are asset weights.

Incorporating Fuzzy Logic: Fuzzy logic augments
statistical models by integrating qualitative factors such as
”market sentiment” or ”investor confidence”:

Fuzzy Rule:

IF Market Sentiment is Bearish AND Volatility is
High, THEN Allocate More to Bonds.

Example Application: The hybrid approach assesses
historical returns (statistical) but revises allocations
according to geopolitical risks (fuzzy). As such this leads
to a portfolio strategy that is sensitive to both quantitative
trends and qualitative uncertainties [25] [8].

5.3 Smart Systems: Adaptive Traffic Control

Traffic in an urban area must consider ever-changing
factors such as weather conditions, car accidents, and
human behaviour. Time-series models (based on
statistical techniques) like ARIMA predict traffic flow:

Yt = φ1Yt−1 +φ2Yt−2 + . . .+ εt (14)

where Yt represents traffic volume at time t.

Fuzzy Logic for Real-Time Decision-Making:

Fuzzy systems adjust traffic signals based on real-time
data:

Fuzzy Rule:

IF Traffic Volume is High AND Weather is Poor,
THEN Increase Green Time for Main Roads.

Example Application: This is a hybrid
statistical-fuzzy system, which predicts the traffic
congestion based on historical data and adaptively
controls the signals based on the fuzzy inference system.
This approach enhances urban mobility and decreases
congestion [22] [23].

Real-world problems are often complex and best
approached using multiple techniques, such as integrating
statistical methods with fuzzy logic, leading to tangible
applications in various sectors as shown above.
Incorporating the strengths of both statistics (which is
more certain) and fuzzy logic (which is more flexible),
hybrid system approaches can be powerful for a variety of
applications such as in healthcare, finance, and smart
systems.

5.4 Case Study: Statistical-Fuzzy Integration

5.4.1 Introduction

This study presents a practical example of a statistical
methods and fuzzy logic integration to determine risk
levels in the dataset. It adds in both quantitative scores
and qualitative risk sensitivities. By fusing fuzzy
flexibility with statistical precision, the idea is to deliver a
complete risk assessment.

Objectives:

–Calculate statistical measures (mean, variance, and
standard deviation).

–Use fuzzy logic to handle qualitative risk levels.
–Compare results of statistical and fuzzy methods,
highlighting their synergy.

5.4.2 Dataset Description

The dataset contains 10 items, each with:

–Quantitative Scores: Numerical risk evaluations (0–
100 scale).
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Fig. 1: Radar Chart of Quantitative Scores and Fuzzy

Memberships

–Qualitative Risk Levels: Linguistic terms such as
”Low,” ”Moderate, ” ”High,” and ”Very High.”

–Fuzzy Membership Values: Membership degrees
corresponding to qualitative risk levels.

Table 1: Qualitative risk with quantitative score and fuzzy

membership for each item

Item Quantitative Score Qualitative Risk Fuzzy Membership

Item 1 20 Low 0.2

Item 2 45 Moderate 0.5

Item 3 35 Moderate 0.5

Item 4 60 High 0.7

Item 5 70 High 0.7

Item 6 55 Moderate 0.5

Item 7 90 Very High 0.9

Item 8 75 High 0.7

Item 9 40 Moderate 0.5

Item 10 85 Very High 0.9

The radar chart in Figure 1 shows the comparative
normalized quantitative scores and fuzzy memberships
for every item. The blue part is the quantitative score and
the green part is the fuzzy membership. This projected
layer illustrates the variance of fuzzy memberships
between items concerning their respective scores, which
possesses a much more organic approach to classification
of the dataset.

5.4.3 Statistical Analysis

The mean (µ) is calculated as:

µ =
∑xi

n
(15)

µ =
20+ 45+ 35+60+70+55+90+75+40+85

10

µ = 57.5

The variance (σ2) measures data dispersion:

σ2 =
∑(xi − µ)2

n
(16)

σ2 =
(20− 57.5)2+(45− 57.5)2+ . . .+(85− 57.5)2

10

σ2 = 466.25

The standard deviation (σ ) is:

σ =
√

σ2 =
√

466.25 = 21.59 (17)

5.4.4 Fuzzy Analysis

Weighted Risk Scores

Weighted risk scores are calculated as:

Weighted Risk = µA × x (18)

Table 2: Item wise weighted risk with fuzzy membership

Item Quantitative Fuzzy Membership Weighted Risk

Score (µA) (µA ×x)
Item 1 20 0.2 4.0

Item 2 45 0.5 22.5

Item 3 35 0.5 17.5

Item 4 60 0.7 42.0

Item 5 70 0.7 49.0

Item 6 55 0.5 27.5

Item 7 90 0.9 81.0

Item 8 75 0.7 52.5

Item 9 40 0.5 20.0

Item 10 85 0.9 76.5

A bar chart showed in Figure 2 for each item that
compares their quantitative scores with their fuzzy
membership (scaled to %). It emphasizes the consistency
between fuzzy linguistic assessments and numeric
evaluations.

A line plot of Figure 3 comparing the trends in both
raw quantitative scores and fuzzy-weighted risk scores
over all items. Raw quantitative scores (blue dashed line)
and adjusted weighted risk scores (green solid line) This
shows how fuzzy logic is designed to adjust the
quantitative scores to show the added benefit from
qualitative factors.
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Fig. 2: Comparison of Quantitative Scores and Scaled Fuzzy

Membership Values

Fig. 3: Trends in Quantitative Scores vs Weighted Risk Scores

5.4.5 Defuzzified Score

The defuzzified score is calculated as:

Defuzzified Score = ∑(µA×x)
∑ µA

= 4.0+22.5+17.5+42.0+49.0+27.5+81.0+52.5+20.0+76.5
0.2+0.5+0.5+0.7+0.7+0.5+0.9+0.7+0.5+0.9

(19)

= 392.5
5.9

= 64.34

6 Results and Interpretation

Table 3: Final interpreted values

Metric Value

Mean (Statistical) 57.50

Variance (Statistical) 466.25

Standard Deviation (Statistical) 21.59

Defuzzified Score (Fuzzy) 64.34

Fig. 4: Comparative Risk Evaluation (Statistical vs. Fuzzy)

–Statistical Results: Provide precise measures of central
tendency and dispersion.

–Fuzzy Results: Incorporate qualitative aspects,
offering a more nuanced evaluation.

This grouped bar chart compares key metrics:
statistical (mean, variance, standard deviation) and the
fuzzy defuzzified score. It highlights the synergy between
statistical precision and fuzzy flexibility in risk
assessment.

7 Future Directions

Hybrid statistical-fuzzy algorithms have demonstrated
significant potential to solve the issues that are complex,
uncertain and ambiguous. Nonetheless, there are
substantial opportunities to improve these approaches:

7.1 Potential Advancements in Hybrid

Statistical-Fuzzy Methods

Dynamic Membership Functions: Traditional fuzzy
systems use fixed membership functions. There is a scope
to expand the work further in future, to adapt the
membership functions dynamically as per the latest data
available. Machine learning algorithms could learn and
update the membership functions over time, for example.

Multi-Objective Optimization: Hybrid methods can
also be adapted to address multi-objective optimization
problems, on which statistical approaches manage
quantitative generative goals, while in the meantime,
fuzzy logic solves qualitative or conflicting objectives.
Uses include sustainable resource allocation and
risk-balanced decision making.

Domain-specific Refinements: Alternatively, we can
evolve models for specific domains (i.e., healthcare, smart
cities) and hybridize them, which provides even more
efficient and applicable models. As a case in point, the
combination of statistical survival analysis with fuzzy
decision rules can ade facto paradigm shift for
personalized medicine.
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7.2 Opportunities for Machine Learning

Integration

Introducing machine learning gives highly significant
means to leapfrog hybrid statistical-fuzzy methods. Some
possibilities include:

–Fuzzy Neural Networks: By integrating fuzzy logic
with neural networks, these systems can learn from
data while also preserving interpretability. These
networks can substitute manual rule definitions with
data driven rules.

–Statistical-Fuzzy Estimation: Coupling estimates of
statistical with fuzzy systems may enhance foreboding
performance and strength.

–Adaptive Fuzzy Systems using Reinforcement

Learning: Application of reinforcement learning
techniques to optimize fuzzy decision rules in an
evolving scenario, e.g. for adaptive traffic control or
autonomous vehicles.

7.3 Addressing Computational Challenges and

Interpretability Issues

Computational Overhead: Hybrid models of this size
typically introduce high computational overhead.
Research on parallel and distributed computing methods
for fuzzy systems, as well as statistical algorithms, may
help overcome this limitation.

Interpretability: As the hybrid models become more
complex, making sure the models share intuitive results is
crucial. Fuzzy systems with explainable AI (XAI) could
translate their interpretation-modelling into a more
interpretable decision making manner.

Standardization: Needless to say, this is one of the
cited reasons why hybrid statistical-fuzzy methods need
to be standardized and unified under acceptable
frameworks to have wider applications in diverse
industries and academia.

8 Conclusion

This study explored the integration of statistical and fuzzy
methods to address the challenges of precision and
vagueness in real-world problems. Key findings include:

–Statistical Methods: Provide robust tools for precise
numerical analysis, such as mean, variance, and
correlation.

–Fuzzy Logic: Handles qualitative uncertainty through
linguistic variables, membership functions, and
inference rules.

–Hybrid Integration: Combines the strengths of both
frameworks, delivering comprehensive solutions for
risk assessment, decision-making, and optimization.

The case study showed that hybrid approaches could
yield more refined results than with either statistical or
fuzzy methods alone. The defuzzified score included
qualitative elements in addition to statistical measures.

Final Remarks: The combination of statistical and
fuzzy approaches provides genuine statistical tools for
managing difficult issues. These hybrid methods combine
the rigor of statistics with the adaptability of fuzzy logic
and are set to revolutionize domains like healthcare,
finance, and intelligent systems. The field will continue to
evolve, thanks to future developments of machine
learning incorporation and faster calculators.
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