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Abstract: In this paper, we proposed an optimal control of the COVID-19 transmission dynamics. First, we investigated system

features such as solution boundedness, positivity, disease-free and endemic equilibrium, and the local and global stability of equilibrium

points. Besides, a disease-free equilibrium point is globally asymptotically stable if the basic reproduction number is less than one, and

an endemic equilibrium point exists otherwise. Secondly, we have shown the sensitivity analysis of the basic reproduction number.

Also the model is then fitted using COVID-19 infected reported in Ethiopia from February 1,2023 to March 2,2023. The values of
model parameters are then estimated from the data reported using the least square method together with the the MATLAB software.

Moreover, the optimal corruption minimization strategies are determined using three controls strategies, namely prevention, vaccination

and treatment. The existence of the optimal controls and characterization is established using Pontryagin’s Maximum Principle. Finally,

based on analysis of optimality system, the combination of the prevention and treatment of infected is the most optimal and least cost

strategy to minimize the burden of the disease.
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1 Introduction

The COVID-19 is a new corona virus which leads to
corona virus infection. It was found as a result of a
respiratory disease epidemic in Wuhan City, Hubei, China
[1]. The report was originally submitted to the WHO on
December 31, 2019. On January 30, 2020, the WHO
declared the epidemic a worldwide health hazard [2].
According to the most recent research, COVID-19
spreads between people by close contact with infected
people, dirty surfaces, or direct touch [3]. These are
discharged from an infected person’s mouth or nose when
they talk, cough, or sing [4]. The virus also spread to
numerous African countries. Up to August 26, 2020,
confirmed cases in Africa totaled 22,313, with 1,124
fatalities and 5,492 recoveries. Also the first case report
of COVID-19 in Ethiopia was on March 13,2020, then on
April 16,2020, the Ethiopian Public Health Institute
reported a total of 92 confirmed cases, 3 deaths and 2
recovers [5]. Now up to January 19,2023 confirmed cases
are 499,254 and 7,571 are deaths [6].

Several researchers investigated the transmission

dynamics of COVID-19 using a mathematical model. For
instance Gurmu et al. [7] formulate mathematical model
of COVID-19 dynamics. The authors results suggest that
reducing the contact rate between the infected individual
and the susceptible individual is the best one to combat
COVID-19 infection. Bugalia et al. [8] proposed a
COVID-19 dynamics using mathematical model in
Indian. Their studies show that if there is a partial or no
closure instance, the endemic level will be quite high and
India might face more than six million illnesses if
precautions are not followed. The study [9] presented a
the SEIAHR model for transmission dynamics of
COVID-19. The authors had not taken into account
vaccinated groups in their model. Abriham et al. [10]
proposed SEQIHR compartmental model. The authors
concluded that increasing isolation and quarantine rates
will control COVID-19 disease. The author [11] proposed
mathematical model for COVID-19 dynamics. The model
has two equilibrium points: the disease free and the
endemic equilibrium point. The result of stability analysis
of the DFE equilibrium is locally asymptotically stable
whenever R0 < 1 and endemic equilibrium point is

∗ Corresponding author e-mail: temesgenduressaa@gmail.com

c© 2023 NSP

Natural Sciences Publishing Cor.

http://dx.doi.org/10.18576/amis/170513


868 T. D.Keno et al.: Optimal Control of COVID-19 Dynamics

globally asymptotically whenever R0 > 1. The authors
conclude that it is better to minimise contact between the
exposed individual and the susceptible individual. The
study [12] proposed mathematical modelling and analysis
of a SEIQR model to study the dynamics of COVID-19.
The study is conclude this demonstrates that
asymptomatic cases caused by an exposed population
play an important role in increasing COVID-19 infection
among the population. The author [13] proposed a model
based on is an evaluation that is used to explain the
dynamics of corona virus infection with early
interventions. The concluded that the problem can be
solved by either providing more space, equipment, and
personnel or reducing the burden on health care
organisations to accept more corona virus and other
patients.

A number of scholars studied about optimal control of
COVID-19 dynamics with cost effectiveness analysis. For
instances Molla et al. [14] formulated and studied a new
optimal control dynamical model for the 2019 coron
avirus disease. The numerical illustrations of the various
control strategies revealed that the third strategy, which
encompasses all four time-dependent control functions,
produces the most efficient results. Kouidere et al.[15]
proposed an optimal control of mathematical modelling
of COVID-19 pandemic propagate, with a concentrate on
the adverse effect of quarantine on diabetics. The authors
implemented three controls, which are sensitization and
prevention, quarantine, and a diabetic awareness program.
Duressa et.al.[16] analyzed an extension of the SEIR
model to asymptomatic and hospitalized classes. The
authors believe that the combined effects of health care
education, personal protective measures, and
hospitalisation treatment contribute to slowing the spread
of the disease. Nana-Kyere et al. [17] presented SEIRW
COVID-19 compartmental model with optimal control.
The authors, investigated a mathematical model of
COVID-19 dynamics with three-time dependent control
measures. They conclude that a combination of personal
protection, drug treatment, and disinfectant spraying
should be considered in order to drastically decrease the
number of exposed and infected people in the population.
The study [18] proposed the current global issue of coron
avirus pandemic containment as an optimal control
problem. The researchers concluded that these control
and prevention efforts should be kept perpetually and
gradually relaxed as new cases of the disease become rare
and the overall incidence declines. Asamoah et al.[19]
proposed the COVID-19 model was used to investigate
how to control the spread of the corona virus in Saudi
Arabia by employing four control indicators: personal
hygiene, adequate security precautions, following proper
protocol, and fumigating schools. The author concludes
that, in the absence of vaccination, implementing physical
or social distance protocols is the most efficient and
affordable control intervention. Lemecha Obsu & Feyissa
Balcha [20] proposed three control measures to study the

possibility of transmission of COVID-19 with the best
possible control the burden of the disease. The authors
conclude that medical care and intensive prevention are
effective control measures for reducing the number of
exposed and infected populations.

To the best of our knowledge, many of them did not
mentioned optimal control strategies with cost
effectiveness analysis. In this study, the corona virus
transmission model [21] is extended to the optimal
control problem using three control measure: prevention,
vaccination and treatment with cost effective strategy.
Moreover, we used real data in Ethiopia to estimate some
parameter’s values for numerical simulation.

The remaining portion of the paper is organised as
follows. In section 2, we formulate a mathematical model
for COVID-19. In section 3, explain the analysis of of the
model. Section 4, represents the sensitivity analysis of the
parameters used in the model. In section 5, we express an
optimal control model for COVID-19 with three controls
measures. In section 6, we present a simulation of the
model to confirm the analytical results. In section 7,
discus cost-effectiveness analysis. In section 8, we
conclude by discussing the control measures and results.

2 Model Formulation and It’s Description

In this section, we considered the COVID-19
transmission model with SEIQR model represent of the
human population. The total human population at time
(t), denoted by N(t), is divided into five disjoint
compartments. Susceptible persons (S) are those who are
not affected with the disease but may be infectious.
Exposed individuals (E) are those who are in the
incubation phase of the disease and do not exhibit any
clinical symptoms. Infected individuals (I) are those who
got a sickness symptom. Regarding the diagnosed
individual, we anticipate that infected individuals will be
immediately transported to an appointed quarantine for
isolation and treatment, and that this population group
will be converted to quarantine Q. Also, individuals who
have recovered from the disease via treatment or natural
recovery, are referred to as recovered individuals (R). As
a result, total human population is given as
N(t) = S(t) + E(t) + I(t) + Q(t) + R(t). Then the
recruitment rate π of susceptible human occurs through
either the flow of people or birth. The susceptible
individuals contracted corona virus disease through β
contact with exposed or infected individuals, which
spread to the exposed compartment. Individuals who have
been exposed become infectious and join the infected
compartment in proportion α . The recovery rate without
being quarantine by the contact rate ε and σ is the
quarantine rate from the infected. The parameter γ is
recovery rate of the quarantine and die due to the corona
virus disease with a rate of δ . Those who have temporary
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immunity and have recovered from the disease. Then the
recovered individuals become again susceptible to the
disease with a rate of η . Natural death rate of all
populations denoted by µ . All parameters in the model
are positive. Figure (1) show that the flow diagram of
proposed model and the parameters are described as
below.

Fig. 1: Flow diagram of the model of COVID-19

The flow chart in Figure (1), the govern nonlinear
ordinary differential equation of the model is expressed as
follows:







dS
dt

= π −β (I+E)S+ηR− µS,

dE
dt

= β (I +E)S− (α + µ)E,

dI
dt

= αE − (σ + ε + µ + δ )I,

dQ
dt

= σ I − (γ + δ + µ)Q,

dR
dt

= εI+ γQ− (η + µ)R,

(1)

with the initial condition
S(0)≥ 0, E(0)≥ 0, I(0)≥ 0, Q(0)≥ 0, R(0)≥ 0.

3 Model Analysis

3.1 Invariant Region

In this section, we considered in which the solutions of
model (1) is bounded. Then we take into account the total
human population by N(t) = S(t)+E(t)+ I(t) +Q(t)+
R(t). After that differentiate N(t) with respect to time, we
get:

dS

dt
+

dE

dt
+

dI

dt
+

dQ

dt
+

dR

dt
= π − δQ− δ I− µN. (2)

Then it implies that Eq. (2) becomes,

dN

dt
≤ π − µN. (3)

Table 1: Parameters description used for the model

Parameters Parameters Description

π Rate of recruitment into vulnerable

population

µ Natural mortality rate of human

β Individual contact rates

α Rate of exposed become infected

ε Rate of recovery without quarantine
σ Proposition of infected individuals

become quarantine

γ Rate of quarantine patients who

recovers

η The proportion of recovered individuals

who are vulnerable
δ Corona virus-related deaths are on the

rise

By solving the Eq.(3), the total population N →
π

µ
as time

tends to infinity. This shows as N ≤
π

µ
and the invariant

region of system (1) of the human population is positive
invariant is given by

Ω =

{

(S,E, I,Q,R) ∈ R5
+ : 0 < S+E + I+Q+R ≤

π

µ

}

.

(4)

3.2 Positivity of the Solutions

In this subsection, we will show that all solutions of
system with positive initial data will remain positive for
all time t ≥ 0 .

Theorem 3.1. If S(0),E(0), I(0),Q(0) and R(0) are

non-negative, then the solution S(t),E(t), I(t),Q(t) and
R(t) of Eq. (1) all are non-negative for t ≥ 0 .

Proof. Take from the first equations from model (1) is
given as

dS

dt
= π −β (I+E)S+ηR− µS. (5)

Then Eq. (5) becomes,

dS

dt
≥−β [(I+E)+ µ ]S. (6)

Integrating Eq. (6) with respect to time and using the
method of separation variable, we obtain:

S(t)≥ S(0)e−β [(I+E)+µ]t ≥ 0. (7)

It is possible to show using the same procedure for other
state variables that:

E(t)≥ E(0)e−(α+µ)t ≥ 0 , I(t)≥ I(0)e−(γ+ε+µ+δ )t ≥ 0 ,

Q(t)≥ Q(t)e−(γ+δ+µ)t ≥ 0 ,R(t)≥ R(0)e−(η+µ)t ≥ 0 .

(8)
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This shows that all solutions of Eq. (1) are positive for
all t≥0. Therefore, the proposed COVID-19 transmission
model stated in Eq. (1) is both ecologically significant and
numerically well posed in an attainable region Ω .

3.3 Disease Free Equilibrium(DFE)

The disease free equilibrium points Eq. (1) is where there
is no COVID-19 infection in the community. It was
computed by equating all Eq. (1) to zero and denoted by
E0 as given as

E0 =

(
π

µ
,0,0,0,0

)

. (9)

3.4 Basic reproduction number

The basic reproduction number is denoted by ℜ0 and is
referred to as the predicted amount of people getting
another infection among the entire population at risk [22,
23]. Here, we used the next generation matrix method.
Then, we start with newly infective classes and rewrite
the model equations as:

dE

dt
= β (I+E)S− (α + µ)E,

dI

dt
= αE − (σ + ε + µ + δ )I, (10)

dQ

dt
= σ I− (γ + δ + µ)Q .

Then, the right hand side of Eq. (10) can be written in the
form f − v, where

f =





β (I +E)S
αE

σ I



 and v =





(α + µ)E
(σ + ε + µ + δ )I
(γ + δ + µ)Q





(11)
Computing the partial derivatives of f and v at the DFE
gives F and V respectively, where

F =





β π
µ

β π
µ 0

0 0 0
0 0 0



 and

V =





(α + µ) 0 0
−α (σ + ε + δ + µ) 0
0 −σ (γ + δ + µ)



 .

(12)

Then the product of f v−1 is obtain as:

f v−1 =





β π(σ + ε + µ + δ )+β π

µ(α + µ)(σ + ε + µ + δ )

β π

µ(σ + ε + µ + δ )
0

0 0 0
0 0 0




 .

(13)

Therefore, the basic reproduction number is given us the
largest (dominant) of the eigenvalue of Eq. (13) as

R0 =
β π(σ + ε + µ + δ )+β πα

µ(α + µ)(σ + ε + µ + δ )
. (14)

3.5 Local Stability of Disease Free Equilibrium

Theorem 3.2. The DFE of the model (1) is locally
asymptotically stable if R0 < 1.

Proof. The Jacobian matrix of model (1) at disease free

equilibrium is given by

J(E0) =









−µ − βπ
µ − βπ

µ 0 η

0
βπ
µ −α −µ βπ

µ 0 0

0 α −σ − ε −µ −δ 0 0

0 0 σ −γ −δ −µ 0

0 0 ε γ −η −µ










.

(15)

From the Eq. (15), we have the last characteristic equation
as;

(−µ−λ )(−γ−δ−µ−λ )(−η−µ−λ )(λ 2+Aλ +B)= 0,
(16)

Where,

A=
β π

µ
+2µ+α +σ +ε,

(17)

B = −
βπ

µ
(σ +ε +µ +δ )−

βπα

µ
+(α +µ)(σ +ε +µ +δ ).

From the of Eq. (16) we will get that

λ1 =−µ < 0, λ2 =−(η +µ)< 0, λ3 =−(γ +η +µ)< 0

(18)

and again, from the last characteristic Eq. (16) we get,

λ 2 +Aλ +B = 0. (19)

By using the Routh-Hurwitz criteria [24] from the Eq.
(19) has a real root that is negative if A > 0 and B > 0
and AB > 0. Hence, we can observe that A > 0, since it
is the sum of non-negative parameters and the value of B

is given as

B = (α + µ)(σ + ε + µ)(1−R0).

However, when B is non-negative 1 − R0 could be
positive, which implies that R0 < 1. Therefore, the
disease-free equilibrium is locally asymptotically stable if
R0 < 1.
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3.6 Global stability of Disease free Equilibrium

Theorem 3.3. The DFE of the model (1) is globally
asymptotically stable if R0 < 1.

Proof. Let us prove the globally stability of the

equilibrium point we construct the Lyapunov function as

V = (σ + ε + µ)E +(α + µ)I. (20)

Then differentiating Eq. (20) with respect to t it gives

dV

dt
= (σ + ε + µ)

dE

dt
+(α + µ)

dI

dt
. (21)

Then depending above the Eq. (21) we substituting dE
dt

and
dI
dt

from the model (1), we get:

dV

dt
= (σ + ε + µ)(β [I+E]S− (α + µ)E)+

(α + µ)(αE − (σ + ε + µ)I.
(22)

When we solving Eq. (22) to obtain

dV

dt
= (β )(σ + ε + µ)S− (α + µ)(σ + ε + µ)(E + I).

(23)
Then we calculate in simplifying form of the Eq. (22) with
Eq. (23) to obtain

dV

dt
= (α + µ)(σ + ε + µ)[R0 − 1](E + I). (24)

Hence, from the Eq. (24), we seen that the dV
dt

= 0 if
E = 0 = I and R0 this means that the highest invariant set
in

{
(S,E, I,Q,R) ∈ R5

+

}
is the singleton DFE, E0 and by

Lasalle’s invariance principle [25,26,27,28], E0 is
globally asymptotically stable in R5

+.

3.7 The Endemic Equilibrium point

An endemic equilibrium point shows that the disease is
going to keep impacting the population in a stable state. It
is obtained by putting the left side in (1) equal to zero. Let
they are represented by (S∗,E∗, I∗,Q∗,R∗) at the
endemic’s steady state, respectively as:







S∗ = µ(α+µ)(σ+ε+µ)
β [α+(σ+ε+µ)] ,

E∗ = µ(α+µ)(η+µ)(σ+ε+µ)2(γ+δ+µ)
β k

(R0 − 1),

I∗ = αµ(α+µ)(η+µ)(σ+ε+µ)(γ+δ+µ)
β k

(R0 − 1)),

Q∗ = αµσ(α+µ)(η+µ)(σ+ε+µ)
β k

(R0 − 1),

R∗ = αµ(α+µ)(η+µ)(σ+ε+µ)[ε(γ+δ+µ)+γσ ]
β k

(R0 − 1).

(25)

4 Sensitivity Analysis

In this section, we investigated the impact of the essential
parameters on the dynamics of COVID-19 using
sensitivity analysis. The we performed sensitivity analysis
using the definition of the standardized sensitivity index
provided in [29,30]. The normalized forward sensitivity
index of a variable, R0, that depends differentiable on a
parameter, Q, is defined as:

Π R0
Q =

∂R0

∂Q
×

Q

R0
(26)

For example, the forward sensitivity indices of R0 with
respect to parameter β .

Π R0

β
=

∂R0

∂β
×

β

R0
= 1.

Also the sensitivity indices at different values for
parameters are provided Table 2.

Table 2: Sensitivity indices of parameters

Parameters symbol Sensitivity index

π 1

α - 0.5790827

β 1

ε -0.0000246

σ - 0.063369
µ -0.00387685

δ -0.000485

γ -0.022

4.1 Interpretation of the sensitivity indices

The basic reproduction number sensitivity indices have
been explained ℜ0 in relation to the parameters in Table
(2). The results showed that the parameters with a
positive sensitivity index raised more as their values risen,
while the remaining parameters remained constant.
Furthermore, if the values of the parameters with negative
measurements are increased while the amounts of the
other parameters remain constant, the value of ℜ0

decreases. If the values of the basic parameters with
negative sensitivity indices lower while the other the
parameters remain constant, the COVID-19 disease rises.

4.2 Parameter Estimations

In studies, we fit the our model using the real data from
COVID-19 infection situations in Ethiopia and predict the
unknown parameters for the model. The daily real data of
total confirmed cases of COVID-19 infection in Ethiopia
from December 20, 2022 to January 19, 2023 extracted
from Ethiopian Minister of Health situation reports in
Table (4). Now, we formulated the system in the
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following form to solve the dynamic parameter estimation
problem [31]:

dx

dt
= f (t,x,u), x(t0) = x0, (27)

where t denotes the number of independent variables, the
system’s state vector is denoted by x, x0 is the system’s
starting condition, and u is the vector of unidentified
parameters. The error is represented by the sum of
squares error, which has the form

θ (u) =
n

∑
i=1

(xi − x̄i)
2 (28)

where xi is the real data and x̄i is the solution of ordinary
differential Eq. (27) for the given u. Our main goal is to
determine the least square estimators u in order to
minimize the errors Eq. (28) under the constraint Eq. (27)
to gain the best estimated parameters using least square
method.

Table 3: Daily confirmed case COVID -19 infectious from

February 1, 2023 to March 2, 2023

No Month Total

I(t)

cases

No Month Total

I(t)

cases

1 1 February 17 16 16 February 10

2 2 February 32 17 17 February 16

3 3 February 31 18 18 February 10

4 4 February 20 19 19 February 6

5 5 February 13 20 20 February 7

6 6 February 16 21 21 February 18

7 7 February 17 22 22 February 13

8 8 February 25 23 23 February 0

9 9 February 24 24 24 February 35

10 10 February 0 25 25 February 11

11 11 February 11 26 26 February 0

12 12 February 16 27 27 February 15

13 13 February 17 28 28 February 12

14 14 February 12 29 1 March 1

15 15 February 29 30 2 March 2

That will see in Figure (2) the model parameters of
system (1) are estimated using least-square fitting
method, which results in a better fit for the model solution
to the real data. The corresponding parameter values are
shown in Table (4).

When we estimated the basic reproduction number is
given by the expression R0 = 2.57571 > 1. The previous
of COVID-19 will cause an epidemic because R0 > 1.

Next, we will see an optimal control of COVID-19
dyanmics to identify an optimal strategy that is most
optimal to minimize the spread of COVID-19
transmission.

Fig. 2: SEIQR model fit with real data on the number of COVID-
19 cases in Ethiopia

Table 4: Parameter descriptions and taken values for model (1)

Parameters Parameter

descriptions

Values References

π Covid-19

incremental

contact rate

4995 Estimated

α Rate exposed

human become

infected

0.0022 Fitted

β Incremental

contact rate of

human

0.00012 Estimated

γ Recover rate

of hospitalized

patients

0.8693 Estimated

ε Recover rate

without being

hospitalized

0.0012 Fitted

σ Infected

individual

become
hospitalized

0.3237 Estimated

µ Human natural

death rate

0.7640 Estimated

η Recovered

individuals to

be susceptible

0.1890 Estimated

δ Death rate due

to corona virus

0.00000116 [32]
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5 Optimal control of COVID-19 dynamics

In this section, we extended the mathematical model
dynamic COVID-19 model Eq. (1) to an optimal control
problem. Using this method, we hope to identify the best
illness avoidance strategy, the COVID-19 model in Eq.
(1), after incorporating the controls into the model, the
state equations obtained is:







dS
dt

= π − (1− u1)β (I+E)S+ηR− (µ+ u2)S,
dE
dt

= (1− u1)β (I+E)S− (α + µ)E,
dI
dt
= αE − (σ + ε + µ + δ + u3)I,

dQ
dt

= σ I − (γ + δ + µ)Q,
dR
dt

= (ε + u3)I+ γQ− (η + µ)R.

(29)

As the first control (u1) represents prevention that help to
lower contact rate, (u2) denote the vaccination and (u3)
refers to the treatment of COVID-19 patients in order to
reduce disease severity. The objective functional is given
by [33]:

J(u1,u2,u3) =

min
︸︷︷︸

u1,u2,u3

∫ t f

0

(

A1E +A2I +
1

2
(B1u2

1 +B2u2
2 +B3u2

3)

)

dt

−→ min

(30)

Subject to Eq. (1) where A1,A2,B1,B2 and B3 are
positive. The weight constants B1,B2 and B3 are the
measure of relative costs of interventions associated with
the controls u1,u2 and u3, respectively, and also
balances the units of integrand. Our goal is to reduce the
number of exposed, infected, and quarantined individuals
responsible for the novel virus in the population at the
lowest possible cost. The main goal is to find a triple
optimal control u1,u2,u3 such that

J(u∗1,u
∗
2,u

∗
3) = minJ(u1,u2,u3) : u1,u2,u3 ∈U (31)

were U=(u1,u2,u3): ui(t) such that u1,u2 and u3 are
lebesgue measurable on t ∈ [0,t f ] with 0< ui(t)≤ 1 as the
control set.

5.1 Existence of the optimal controls

In this section, the limitation of system solutions for a
finite time interval is used to show the existence of
optimal controls.

Theorem 5.1. Given J(u1,u2,u3) subject to state system

Eq. (29), then there exist optimal controls
u∗ = (u∗1,u

∗
2,u

∗
3) and corresponding to the optimal

solution (S∗,E∗
, I∗,Q∗R∗) such that

J(u∗1,u
∗
2,u

∗
3) = min{J(u1,u2,u3)} : u1,u2,u3 ∈U (32)

Proof: The proof of the existence of an optimal controls
was similar with the prove in [34].

5.2 Hamiltonian System

By using the Pontryagin’s minimum principle [35,36] the
optimal control problem, which is characterised by the
Hamiltonian (H) function, consists of Eq. (29) is
represented as,

H = A1E +A2I+
1

2

3

∑
i=1

Biu
2
i +λ1

dS

dt
+λ2

dE

dt
+

λ3
dI

dt
+λ4

dQ

dt
+λ5

dR

dt
.

(33)

Substituting Eq. (29) and (30), into Eq. (33), with respect
to controls u1,u2,u3 is given by,

H = [A1E +A2I+
1

2
(B1u2

1 +B2u2
2 +B3u2

3)]

+λ1(π−(1−u1)β (I+E)S+ηR−(µ+u2)S)

+λ2((1− u1)β (I +E)S− (α + µ)E)

+λ3((αE − (σ + ε + µ + δ + u3)I) (34)

+λ4((σ I− (γ + δ + µ)Q)

+λ5((ε + u3)I+ γQ− (η + µ)R)

where λ1, λ2, λ3, λ4 and λ5 are adjoint variables.

Theorem 5.2. For an optimal controls triples such as u∗1,
u∗2, u∗3 and a solution of S∗,E∗, I∗,Q∗ and R∗ minimizers
of the corresponding state system J(u1,u2,u3) over U
subject to Eq. (1) and adjoint variables λ1, λ2, λ3, λ4 and
λ5 are found, then the adjoint system are given







dλ1
dt

= (1− u1)β (I+E)(λ1 −λ2)+λ1(µ + u2),

dλ2
dt

= (1− u1)β S(λ1 −λ2)+λ2(α + µ)−λ3α −A1,

dλ3
dt

= (1− u1)β S(λ1 −λ2)+λ3(σ + ε + u3)−

λ4σ −λ5(ε + u3)−A2,

dλ4
dt

= λ4(γ + δ + µ)−λ5γ,

dλ5
dt

=−λ1η +λ5(η + µ),
(35)

with transversality conditios,
λ1(t f ) = λ2(t f ) = λ3(t f ) = λ4(t f ) = λ5(t f ) = 0.
Furthermore, the optimal controls u∗1, u∗2, u∗3 are
represented by,

u∗1 = max

{

0,min

{

1,
(λ2 −λ1)(β (I +E)S

B1

}}

,

u∗2 = max

{

0,min

{

1,
λ1S

B2

}}

, (36)

u∗3 = max

{

0,min

{

1,
(λ3 −λ5)I

B3

}}

.
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Proof: In the form of the co-state problems, determine
the derivative of the hamiltonian function (H) of Eq. (35)
with respect to S,E, I,Q and R respectively then adjoint or
co-state equations were then achieved [37,38].







dλ1
dt

=− ∂H

∂S
= ((1− u1)β (I+E)(λ1 −λ2))+

λ1(µ + u2),

dλ2
dt

=− ∂H

∂E
=

(1− u1)β S(λ1 −λ2)+λ2(α + µ)−λ3α −A1,

dλ3
dt

=− ∂H

∂ I
= (1− u1)β S(λ1 −λ2))+

λ3(σ + ε + u3)−λ4σ −λ5(ε + u3)−A2,

dλ4
dt

=− ∂Q

∂H
= λ4(γ + δ + µ)−λ5γ,

dλ5
dt

=− ∂H

∂R
=−λ1η +λ5(η + µ),

(37)

with transversality conditios
λ1(t f ) = λ2(t f ) = λ3(t f ) = λ4(t f ) = λ5(t f ) = 0.
Then to compute the control values, we used the partial
derivatives of the Hamiltonian with respect to controls,

given by ∂H
∂ui

= 0, for i = 1,2,3 as follows:

∂H

∂u1
= 0 = B1u1 − (λ1 +λ2)β (I+ S),

∂H

∂u2
= 0 = B2u2 −λ1S, (38)

∂H

∂u3
= 0 = B3u3 −λ3I +λ5I.

Solving for optimal control from the Eq. (38) we will get

u∗1 =
(λ2 −λ1)β (I+E)S

B1
,u∗2 =

λ1S

B2
,u∗3 =

(λ3 −λ5)I

B3
.

(39)
Hence, rearranging the solution of Eq. (39) with the
boundary condition of each control, we get,

u∗1 = max

{

0,min

{

1,
(λ2 −λ1)(β (I+E)S

B1

}}

,

u∗2 = max

{

0,min

{

1,
λ1S

B2

}}

, (40)

u∗3 = max

{

0,min

{

1,
(λ3 −λ5)I

B3

}}

.

Next, we will see the simulation of the optimality system
to identify an optimal strategy that is most optimal to
minimize the spread of COVID-19 transmission.

6 Numerical Simulation

In this section, we solved an optimality system with one
system to find the best strategy. The state equations yield
five ordinary differential systems, and the adjoint
equations yield five. Using forward-backward Runge
Kutta to solve the state and adjoint systems. In solving
state equations Eq. (29) the forward fourth order
Runge-Kutta was used due to the initial value of the state
variables. Because of the transversality condition, we
used the backward fourth order Runge-Kutta method to
solve the adjoint equations holding the state equations
solution and optimal controls values. For numerical
simulation of the optimality system, the initial condition
that we used was: S(0) = 121279189, E(0) = 20, I(0) =
17,Q(0) = 16, R(0) = 10 then the parameter Table (4)
were used. We used the following weight constant values
for the state and controls:
A1 = 80,A2 = 70,B1 = 60,B2 = 80, and B3 = 60.

Besides, we proposed four strategies with varying
combinations of more than two controls at a time to
demonstrate the impact of each control on corona virus
reduction.

Strategy A: Combination of prevention (u1) and
vaccination (u2)

This strategy to optimise the objective function Eq. (30)
with personal protective control (u1) and vaccination (u2)
whereas treatment of COVID-19 patients control (u3) set
to zero. The numerical simulation result shown in Figure
3(a) when we used controls, the total population of
exposed humans decreased, but increased when no
controls were used. Figure 3(b) infected humans use
fewer controls and increase if there is no control disease,
and they tend to have the lowest value at the end of the
intervention. Figure 3(c) indicates that the use of the
personal protective u1 remained between zero and the
highest, then gradually decreases to its lower value at the
end of time whereas u2 kept its highest bound 100% after
20 days of time of strategy.

Strategy B: Combination of prevention (u1) and
treatment (u3)

In this strategy, to minimize the objective functional Eq.
(30), the combinations of two controls personal protective
(u1) and treatment of the infected (u3) are implemented,
while the control vaccination u2 is zero. From the
numerical result in Figure 5(a) the overall number of
COVID-19-exposed humans increases rapidly in the
absence of control and reduces in the presence of control.
In Figure 4(b) if there is a control, the total number of
corona virus infected humans decreases. The number of
COVID-19-infected populations is increasing in the
absence of controls. In Figure 4(c) the profile of the
control implies that use of the personal protective u1 is
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(a) (b )

(c)

Fig. 3: Figure shows numerical simulations with prevention (u1)
and vaccination (u2).

retained its high level and reduces gradually to their lower
bound, while treatment use preserved its upper bound
100% for the entire duration of the strategy.

Strategy C: Combination of vaccination (u2) and

(a) (b )

(c)

Fig. 4: Figure shows simulations with prevention (u1) and

treatment (u3)

treatment (u3).
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In this study, we used vaccination (u2) and treatment of
the COVID-19 patients control (u3) to reduce total
exposed and infected populations and save money. In
Figure 5(a) we observed that using this control strategy,
the number of exposed humans becomes smaller if there
is use of controls than without controls and declines to its
lowest value. In Figure 5(b) when used as a control, the
total number of infected humans decreases to its lowest
value and in the absence of control, the number of
infected people appears to be growing. Also, the control
profiles (u2) and (u3) are shown in Figure 5(c) were kept
their maximum level for 178 days and is gradually
increases.

Strategy D: Applying all control strategies

In this strategy, to reduce the objective function eq. (30),
we applied the three control interventions on each
compartment. In Figures 6(a) and 6(b) the total
population exposed and infected population are increased
in the absence of controls while there are decreased in the
presence of controls. At the end of 180 days, the total
number of exposed and infected humans has decreased to
its lowest value. Also, the control profile depicted in
figure 6(c) u1 show that the control profile implies that is
maintained its upper bound for (90%) for 160 days in the
entire time of strategy. The control profile u2 and u3 are at
their highest level(100%) in every days and the control u1

is increasing for 20 days, then keep maximum level
(100%) in 178 days.

7 Cost-Effectiveness Analysis

Cost-effectiveness analysis is used to identify the most
optimal and least cost-effective measure for control for
the combined and all execution of the three given control
measures in order to effectively reduce the transmission
of COVID-19. In this work, we used incremental cost
effectiveness ratio [39,40]. The formula for the ICER is
given by

Difference in averted costs between two strategies

Difference in the total number of infections averted
.

Besides, a numerical simulation of the optimal control
problem was used to calculate the total cost avoided and
total infections saved, and the control strategy was
ordered in increasing order based on the total infections
saved, as shown in Table (5). The total getting sick saved
can be calculated by subtracting the total number of
humans infected with COVID-19 with control from the
total number of humans infected with COVID-19 without
control, whereas the cost avoided by each strategy was
calculated using the cost function indicated by
1
2B1u2

1,
1
2B2u2

2 and 1
2B3u2

3 over the time [39,40,41]. The
total infection saved and total cost of all strategies with
their ICER are given in Table (5).

(a) (b )

(c)

Fig. 5: Figure shows simulations with vaccination (u2) and

treatment (u3)

The cost-effectiveness ratio (ICER) is calculated from
the total number of people saved and the total cost of used
in each of the strategies listed in the Table (5), which
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(a) (b )

(c)

Fig. 6: Simulations with prevention (u1), vaccination (u2) and

treatment (u3)

compares the differences between two strategies obtained
and provided by

Table 5: Amount of the total infections saved and total cost
averted for all strategies

Strategy Total infections averted Total cost($) ICER

C 14450 210 0.0145

A 11200 240 -0.00923

B 14210 260 0.0066

D 14480 320 0.222

ICER(C) =
210

14450
= 0.0145

ICER(A) =
240− 210

11200− 14450
=−0.00923

ICER(B) =
260− 240

14210− 11200
= 0.0066

ICER(D) =
320− 260

14480− 14210
= 0.222

With the above result the number of infections saved
with ICER for four different strategies as shown in the
Table (6).

Table 6: Amount of the total infections saved and total cost

averted for all strategies

Strategy Total infections averted Total cost($) ICER

C 14450 210 0.0145

A 11200 240 -0.00923

B 14210 260 0.0066
D 14480 320 0.222

In the above Table (6) comparing the interventions C

and A. ICER(A) is less than ICER(C) as shown in the
Table (6). It implies that the strategy C is costly and has a
low an opportunity of saving lives. As a result, A more
people are saved than C. Then, the competing strategies
have been eliminated C. Then, as shown in Table (7),
determining the ICER for remaining strategies A, B, and
D.

Table 7: Amount of the total infection averted and total cost used

with ICER

Strategies Amount of

infections

saved

Total cost ($) ICER

A 11200 240 -0.00923

B 14210 260 0.0066

D 14480 320 0.222
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The ICER(B) is more than the ICER(A) from the list
of competing intervention strategies in Table (7). It
illustrates the fact that ICER(A) strategy outperforms
ICER(B). As an out come, ICER(B) is less efficient and
more costly than ICER(A) as a result, that was cleared the
strategy B from the list of competing. The ICER was
re-calculated strategies as shown in Table (8).

Table 8: Amount of the total infection averted and total cost used

with ICER

Strategies Amount of

infections

saved

Total cost ($) ICER

A 11200 240 0.021

D 14480 320 0.222

From the above Table (8) with intervention strategies
A and D shows that ICER(A) is less than ICER(D). This
suggests that strategy A performs better strategy D. As a
result, the A the most optimal strategy has the lowest total
cost. Based on our findings, the combination of prevention
and treatment of infected humans is the best optimal and
least expensive strategy for limiting the dynamics of the
disease.

8 Conclusion

In this study, we have propose and presented an optimal
control analysis for the transmission model for the 2019
corona virus disease. To begin we shown that all solutions
of the model are positive and bounded with initial
conditions. Then by applying the next matrix generation,
we have found as basic reproduction number of the
system, which helps us to determine the dynamical
behavior of the system. Besides, we fit the proposed
model using real data of COVID-19 infection cases in
Ethiopia February 1, 2023 to march 2, 2023 and we
estimate the unknown model parameters. Moreover, we
have extended the model to an optimal control model of
corruption dynamics using three control strategies namely
personal protection, vaccination and treatment to examine
the dynamics of COVID-19 deadly infectious disease. In
this case, the optimal control strategies are realized by
minimizing the number of exposed and infected people
while accounting for implementation costs. The existence
of optimal controls and characterization is established
with the help of Pontryagin’s Maximum Principle. Also,
the cost-effectiveness analysis is described. Lastly, the
best optimal and least cost strategy for limiting disease
spread is the combination of prevention and treatment
infected humans.

Data Availability
All data were included in the manuscript.

Conflict of Interest

The authors have no particular conflicts of interest on the
manuscript.

References

[1] Bassetti M, Vena A, Giacobbe DR. The Novel Chinese
coronavirus (2019-nCoV) infections: challenges for

fighting the storm. Eur J Clin Invest 2020; e13209.

doi.org/10.1111/eci.13209.

[2] COVID-19 Coronavirus Pandemic.

www.worldometers.info/coronavirus /repro, Accessed

July 20, 2020.

[3] van Wees JD, Osinga S, van der Kuip M, Tanck M,

Hanegraaf M, Pluymaekers M, et al., Forecasting

hospitalization and ICU rates of the COVID-19
outbreak: an efficient SEIR model. [Submitted]. Bull

World Health Organ. E-pub: 30 March 2020. doi:

http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.20.256743

[4] D. Hui et al, The continuing 2019-nCoV epidemic threat

of novel coronavirus to global health - The latest 2019

novel coronavirus outbreak in Wuhan, China, International

Journal of Infectious Diseases,vol. 91, pp. 264-266, 2020.

[5] Ethiopia public Health institute covid-19 cases report,2020.

[6] Kahssay, Semere Welday, et al. ”Prevalence and

Determinants of Household Medication Storage During
the COVID-19 Outbreak in Southwest Ethiopia.” Drug,

Healthcare and Patient Safety (2023): 1-11.

[7] Gurmu, E. D., Batu, G. B., and Wameko, M. S. (2020).

Mathematical model of novel covid19 and its transmission

dynamics. International Journal of Mathematical Modelling

& Computations, 10(2 (SPRING)):141-159.

[8] Bugalia, S., Bajiya, V.P., Tripathi, J.P., Li, M.T., Sun,

G.Q.:Mathematical modeling of covid-19 transmission: the

roles of intervention strategies and lockdown. Math. Biosci.
Eng.17(5), 5961-5986 (2020)

[9] Kifle, Z. S. and Obsu, L. L. (2022). Mathematical modeling
for covid-19 transmission dynamics: A case study in

ethiopia. Results

[10] Abriham, A., Dejene, D., Abera, T., & Elias, A. (2021).

Mathematical modeling for covid19 transmission dynamics

and the impact of prevention strategies: A case of

ethiopia. International Journal of Mathematical Sciences

and Computing (IJMSC), 7(4), 43-59.

[11] M. Y. Li, An introduction to mathematical modeling of

infectious diseases, Vol. 2, Springer, 2018.

[12] Bhadauria, Archana Singh, Sapna Devi, and Nivedita Gupta.
”Modelling and analysis of a SEIQR model on COVID-

19 pandemic with delay.” Modeling Earth Systems and

Environment 8.3 (2022): 3201-3214.

[13] Bornaa, Christopher Saaha, Baba Seidu, and Yakubu

Ibrahim Seini. ”Modeling the impact of early interventions

on the transmission dynamics of coronavirus infection.”

F1000Research 10 (2021).

c© 2023 NSP

Natural Sciences Publishing Cor.



Appl. Math. Inf. Sci. 17, No. 5, 867-880 (2023) / www.naturalspublishing.com/Journals.asp 879

[14] Molla, J., Farhang-Sardroodi, S., Moyles, I. R., and

Heffernan, J. M. (2023). Pharmaceutical and non-

pharmaceutical interventions for controlling the covid-19
pandemic. medRxiv,pages 2023?03

[15] Kouidere, A., Youssoufi, L. E., Ferjouchia, H., Balatif, O.,
and Rachik, M. (2021). Optimal control of mathematical

modeling of the spread of the covid-19 pandemic with

highlighting the negative impact of quarantine on diabetics

people with cost-effectiveness. Chaos,Solitons & Fractals,

145:110777.
[16] Deressa, C. T. and Duressa, G. F. (2021). Modeling

and optimal control analysis of transmission dynamics of
covid-19: The case of ethiopia. Alexandria Engineering

Journal,60(1):719-732.
[17] Nana-Kyere, S., Okyere, E., & Ankamah, J. D.-G. (2020).

Compartmental seirw covid-19 optimal control model (Vol.

2020).
[18] Yusuf, Tunde Tajudeen, et al. ”Optimal Control of the

Coronavirus Pandemic with Impacts of Implemented

Control Measures.” Journal of the Nigerian Society of
Physical Sciences (2022): 88-98.

[19] Asamoah, J. K. K., Okyere, E., Abidemi, A., Moore, S.

E., Sun, G.-Q., Jin, Z., et al. (2022), Optimal control

and comprehensive cost-effectiveness analysis for covid-19.

Results in Physics, 33, 105177.
[20] Legesse Lemecha Obsuand Shiferaw Feyissa

Balcha.Optimal control strategies for the

transmission risk of covid-19.Journal of biological
dynamics,14(1):590–607,2020.

[21] Peter, O. J., Qureshi, S., Yusuf, A., Al-Shomrani, M.,
and Idowu, A. A. (2021). A new mathematical model of

covid-19 using real data from pakistan. Results in Physics,

24:104098
[22] Deressa CT, Duressa GF. Modeling and optimal control

analysis of transmission dynamics of COVID-19:

The case of ethiopia. Alex Eng J 2021;60(1):719-32.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.aej.2020.10.004.
[23] Temesgen, D. K., Makinde, O.D. and Legesse, O. L., Impact

of Temperature Variability on SIRS Malaria Model, Journal

of Biological Systems, 29(3), 773-798, 2021.
[24] Van den Driessche P. Reproduction numbers of

infectious disease models. Infectious Disease Modelling,

2017;2(3):288-303.
[25] Keno, T.D., Dano, L.B. and Ganati, G.A., 2022. Optimal

Control and Cost-Effectiveness Strategies of Malaria

Transmission with Impact of Climate Variability, Journal of
Mathematics, 2022.

[26] Fekadu Mosisa Legesse, Koya Purnachandra Rao and

Temesgen Duressa Keno, Mathematical Modeling of a

Bimodal Pneumonia Epidemic with Non-breastfeeding

Class, Applied Mathematics and Information Sciences An

International Journal, 17(1),95-107, 2023.
[27] Dano LB, Rao KP, Keno TD., Modeling the Combined

Effect of Hepatitis B Infection and Heavy Alcohol

Consumption on the Progression Dynamics of Liver
Cirrhosis, Journal of Mathematics, 2022 Apr 19;2022.

[28] Mojeeb,A., Osman, E. and Isaac, A. k., Simple

Mathematical Model for Malaria Transmission, J. adv.

math. comput. sci., 25, 1-24, 2017.
[29] LaSalle, J. P., The Stability of Dynamical Systems, Society

for Industrial and Applied Mathematics, In Proceedings of

the Conference Series in Applied Mathematics, 25, 1976.

[30] Sanchez, M. A., & Blower, S. M. (1997). Uncertainty

and sensitivity analysis of the basic reproductive

rate: tuberculosis as an example. American journal of
epidemiology, 145(12), 1127-1137.

[31] Fekadu Mosisa Legesse, Koya Purnachandra Rao,

Temesgen Duressa Keno, et al. Modeling and optimal

control analysis applied to real cases of covid-19 pandemic

with double dose vaccination in ethiopia. Journal of Applied

Mathematics, 2023, 2023.

[32] Mwalili S, Kimanthi M, Ojiambo V, Gathungu D, Mbogo
RW. SEIR model for COVID-19 dynamics incorporating the

environment and social distancing.

[33] Lenhart S. & Workman, J.T., Optimal Control Applied to

Biological Models, CRC Mathematical and Computational

Biology Series, 2007.

[34] Chong, E. K. and Zak, S. H. (2004). An introduction to
optimization. John Wiley & Sons.

[35] Temesgen Duressa Keno and Fekadu Mosisa Legesse.

Modelling and optimal control strategies of corruption

dynamics. Appl. Math, 17(4):673–683, 2023.

[36] Pontryagin, L.S., Boltyanskii, V.G., Gamkrelidze, R.V. &

Mishchenko, E.F., The Mathematical Theory of Optimal
Processes, Wiley, New York, 1962.

[37] Temesgen Duressa Keno, Lemessa Bedjisa Dano, and

Oluwole Daniel Makinde. Modeling and Optimal Control

Analysis for Malaria Transmission with Role of Climate

Variability. Computaional and Mathematical Methods,

2022.
[38] Kahssay, Semere Welday, et al. ”Prevalence and

Determinants of Household Medication Storage During

the COVID-19 Outbreak in Southwest Ethiopia.” Drug,

Healthcare and Patient Safety (2023): 1-11.

[39] Fleming, W. and Rishel, R. (1975). Optimal deterministic

and stochastic control. Applications of Mathematics,
Springer, Berlin, Germany.

[40] Temesgen Duressa Keno and Hana Tariku Etafa, Optimal

Control Strategies of COVID19 Dynamics Model, Journal

of Mathematics, 2023

[41] Fekadu Mosisa Legesse, Koya Purnachandra Rao, and

Temesgen Duressa Keno. Cost-effectiveness and optimal
control analysis of a deterministic epidemic model for bi-

modal pneumonia dynamics, with the effect of children’s

breastfeeding. Frontiers in Applied Mathematics and

Statistics,9:1224891

c© 2023 NSP

Natural Sciences Publishing Cor.

www.naturalspublishing.com/Journals.asp


880 T. D.Keno et al.: Optimal Control of COVID-19 Dynamics

Temesgen Duressa Keno
is an Assistant Professor
of Applied Mathematics
at Wallaga University,
Nekemte, Ethiopia. He
received his PhD degree
in Optimization at Adama
Science and Technology
University. Dr. Temesgen
Duressa research work
has contributed immensely to
many scholars in the area of
applied mathematics research
and postgraduate training.
He has taught, supervised
and mentored several
students at undergraduate

and postgraduate levels. His research work covers:
Optimization Theory, Optimal control Theory and
applications, Dynamical Systems, Epidemiological
Modeling and applications. He has published more than
12 research articles in reputed international journals.

Fekadu Mosisa Legesse

is a Lecturer at Wollega
University. Currently he
is a PhD candidate at Wollega
University, Department
of Mathematics, Nekemte,
Ethiopia. Fekadu Mosisa
received the B.Sc. degree
in Applied Mathematics
from University of Gonder,
Masters of Science degree in

Mathematics(Differential Equations) from Haramaya
University and B.Sc. degree in Civil Engineering from
Wallaga University . Currently he is working his PhD
research in mathematical modeling at Wollega University.
He has published more than 4 research article in reputed
international journal of mathematics. His research
interests are in the areas of mathematical model
and optimal control theory and their application on
mathematical epidemiology and engineering.

Ebisa Olana Bajira
is MSc candidate at Wallaga
University, Department
of Mathematics, Nekemte,
Ethiopia.Ebisa Olana Bajira
received the B.Sc. degree
in Applied Mathematics
from Wallaga University.
Currently he is working his
MSc research in Optimization
at Wallaga University.

His research interests are in the areas of optimal
control theory and their application on mathematical
epidemiology.

c© 2023 NSP

Natural Sciences Publishing Cor.


	Introduction
	Model Formulation and It's Description
	Model Analysis
	Sensitivity Analysis
	Optimal control of COVID-19 dynamics
	Numerical Simulation
	Cost-Effectiveness Analysis
	Conclusion

